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By Tom Pigeon.

RIVERSIDE — Religious fellowships
are often a good opportunity to meet
new people who share your views and to
socialize in a positive environment. Un-
fortunately for some Catholics, these fel-
lowships are too often occasions for so-
gializing and rarely seem to focus on the
issue at hand—faith.

Wishing to explore her faith with oth-
ers,a paris%\ioner at St. Catherine of Alex-
andria Parish felt God's prompting and
started her own fellowship focused on
concerns of the Catholic Faith.

Patricia Scileppi Krivanek took her in-
spiration from Christian friends who en-
joyed spiritual fellowships. *1 had a lot of
C{nistian friends that had very active
women's groups, but they weren't Catho-
lic,” Ms. Scileppi Krivanek said. To fill the
void, she and friend Amanda Tromblay
formed the Fellowship of Catholic Chris-
tian Women,and held their first meeting
in January 1996, A classified ad they ran
promoting the meeting invited women
of the St. Catherine Parish to take “a
closer walk with the Lord and fellowship
with other women.”

The Fellowship struck a chord with the
women of St. Catherine Parish. At the
first meeting, held at Ms. Scileppi Kriva-
nek’s home, 17 women arrived to study

rayer and meditation. Today, the mem-
gership hovers at about 30, and the
women are preparing to host an event in
May for Catholic Christian Women
called “Women's Day.”

The Fellowship's mission is simple and
snaight'forward? As Ms. Scileppi Kriva-
nek was looking to move away from the
more common social fellowships, she
sought to build meetings where gossiping
was taboo and honesty and openness
were the rule. “Our Fellowship is where
women are nurtured in spirit,” she said.

The Fellowship’s nurturing environ-
ment doesn’t happen by chance. The
group is carefully organized, with offi-
Cers, a newsletter and even an historian.
The meetings follow a set schedule, leav-
ing no room for idle chatter, and the
women hold to an oath of confidential-
ity. “We share very personal matters,” Ms.
Scileppi Krivanek said. “Every member is
accepted.”

The women are encouraged to speak
from the heart and meeting topics re-
volve around various issues of faith.
Members commonly engage in faith shar-
ing and often host an inspirational
speaker. They also conduct Bible-study
sessions and special events.

The Fellowship's focus on faith has
found it quick adherents, some of whom
are not Catholic. “Once they come,
they're hooked,” said Madeline Easton, a
long-time member of the Fellowship w ho
serves as a prayer-chain officer. “Thisisa
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Members of the Catholic Women's Fellowship at St. Catherine of Alexan-
dria Parish in Riverside take a break from their faith-sharing focus to visit
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the Huntington Library and Gardens in San Marino.

Member Madelyne Paneks said she ap-
preciates the association with the women
and the opportunity to share their lives
with each other. And member Lois At-
nold, summing up her impression of the
Fellowship,said, “It takes one word—joy.”

Dubbed “God's Girls" by Ms. Scileppi
Krivanek's husband, the Fellowshi
meets two evenings each month and foE
lowsa 12-week cycle of study. The format

is familiar to Ms. Scileppi Krivanek, who
is a professor at Riverside Community
College: Topics they have covered in-
clude Biblical women, a popular series
studying angels, and a study of the life
and work of Mother Theresa.

During this last course, the women
pooled together $304 in one night and
entrusted it to a colleague who was trav-
eling to India and hoped to get it to
Mother Theresa. Amazingly, he ran intoa
friend of Mother Theresa's at the airport
and she wasable to take him personally to
the founder of the Missionaries of Char-
ity. Ms. Scileppi Krivanek proudly dis-
plays a photo of the Fellowship's letter,
the St. Catherine Parish letterhead
clearly visible, being handed to Mother
Theresa.

Having formed such an effective fel-
lowship, the women are hoping their up-
coming event will help launch similar
clubs elsewhere. The May “Women's
Day” will be an opportunity for members
of the Fellowship to introduce them-
selves to women from other parishesand,
they hope, inspire them, Ms. Scileppi
Krivanek said. The three-hour event will
include faith sharing, a speaker and
prayer and is open to all women seeking
to broaden their faith -

The “Women'’s Day” will be held May 2
at St. Catherine of Alexandria in the Par-
ish Hall, at 7050 Brockton Ave, from 9
am. to noon. Pre-registration is $7.50.
Registration on the c%ay of the event is
$10. For more information, contact Jean
O'Keefe at (909) 787-9066.

The Fellowship of Catholic Christian
Women meets every two weeks on
Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9 p.m. For
membership information, contact Ms.

Scileppi Krivanek at (909) 788-4640.
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