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. FAIRFIELD — Local Christian women have

~ two new clubs where they can share their faith
while making a difference. a

*  Women of Faith Christian Alliance will mark its

first anniversary in January, 2005, The Fellowship

Catholic Christian Women, whose home base is

Fairfield’s Holy Spirit Catholic Church, launched

in the spring. o .
The former was begun by friends Eloise

Marable and Darlene Standifer. Marable's sister in-

~ Houston belonged to a similar organization and
~ Marable liked what she saw. ,
“It was something I could do and wanted to do,”
aid of launching the group. ,
Five women gathered in her Fairfield home for
 first meeting. - -

he group wants to give back to the community

 and hosts fund raisers, like garage sales, to help.

~ “We want to work our way through the commu-
 nity” Marable said. “There are plenty of causes.”
 “And, we'll also try and lead them to the Lord,”
~ Standifer added. “We want to uphold the name of

the Lord. We want to let them know there is some-

~ one who loves them.”

The group now has about a dozen members and

_ meets at 7 p.am. the third Friday of each month. -

While there’s time for talking and planning events,
m,c.wpw.EmB_umum are also studying women in the
~ Bible. - .

Dues are $10 per month. The group is open to

any adult woman who is a Christian. :
~ Standifer is the group’s vice president. “When a
 Christian asks me to do something, that'’s God call-
ing me. I need to be there to answer” she said,
adding that she likes the causes the group works
further. e :

explained. “No one
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women’s clubs vow
to make a difference

And, she feels it’s her duty. o .
the good news (of the Gospel) it's

my job to spread it. That’s my mission,” she said.

Marable echoes the sentiment. .

“T needed something to fulfill my life,” she
explained. “I felt like I wasn’t do anything.“ -

She empathizes with people on the streets as
her brother was homeless for many years and died
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4 was the only one in the family who reached

“God is using us as vessels to promote his king-
dom,” Standifer added. “If I see someone on the
street and hungry, it hurts me.

“ always give them something, I don’t ;wb,o%g

what they do with it, that's not my call. *
Safequest is the recipient of this year’s efforts.

Marable had a friend who was battered by

husband and finally got the courage to leave.

of women feel they are not worthy,”

lence.” .

. The club’s motto is taken from waolbgm m.h

which reads “We walk by faith not by sight”
The Fellowship of Catholic Christi I
e eighth chapter, with four more in formatio
All are in California. . u 2
- The organization' began in 1996 i [
California. It's goal is to foster fellowship among
Catholic Christian women through faith sharing,

prayer support muonhﬂ social events and book dis-

cussions, to name a . il
Barbara Cheddar brought the idea to Holy Spir-

it when she moved from southern California in

2003. She co-facilitates the group with Stephanie
Ignitus. :

In September, the group hosted a tea that fea-
tured the group’s founder, Patricia A. Scileppi, as
the guest speaker. More than 150 women from
eight different Catholic dioceses attended.

“We were hoping we could get 50 women to,

come,” Cheddar said. .
Membership is open to any Christian woman.

- “We focus on our spirituality,” Cheddar explained.

gﬁmncoﬁowﬂromoaiumm.?msmm_ﬁwnn@
lic traditions.”

love and

s to live in that kind of vio- |

uthern tha

out to him but I couldn’t get him to give his life to
" the Lord. If I reach someone it’s all worth it.”
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The group, she noted, takes a feminine

approach

to evangelization with flowers, music,
eness typical of Our Lady of
 serves as patroness.

u feel warm, welcomed and loved,”
dy of Guadalupe’s feast day. :

“It makes

group three years ago. At the end
embers shared their thoughts in

rney all time. For one person to say
as worth every bit,” Cheddar paid.

“We want to help women realize they are on a
spiritual journey. It's about becoming like Christ.
That's why were are here”
~ The group, Cheddar noted, also offers women of
Holy Spirit parish another opportunity to get
acquainted. “There are so many times you attend
parish functions but you don’t really get to know
people,” she explained. “We have times of sharing
outgide our meetings.”

The local Fellowship of Catholic Christian
Women has about 24 members. Three were at the

~ first meeting.

In February, 3005, the group; being the first one
in northern California, will host a workshop on
starting more chapters.

Reach Amy Maginnis-Honey at 427-6957 or
agxim@m&&,}ungpgn ;





